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From 18 to 22 May, 2004 the workshop on “Environmental protection issues and tasks in Central Asia” was held in the ICWC TC, under financial support of USAID. 

The workshop objective was familiarizing of specialists of water and ecology sectors of Central Asian republics with achievements of science, facilitating to the process of decision making and discuss existing ecological problems caused by irrational use of water resources and ways to tackle them.      

In the opening ceremony the following people greeted and addressed to the workshop participants: Prof. V.A. Dukhovny – Director of SIC ICWC, B.B. Alikhanov – Head of the Nature protection agency of the Republic of Uzbekistan, M.M. Mirhodjiev – Chief of the Reclamation service division of Minstry of Agriculture and Water Resources of Uzbekistan, N. Stampfli – Scientific specialist of McGill University, Canada.  

The activity of the workshop was mentioned by mass media. After beginning of the workshop, in advance prepared materials of the workshop with facilitating literature were distributed to the participants in advance for preparation them to discussions.

According to the workshop agenda participants listened presentations of lecturers, actively participated in discussions and made recommendations to improve the water-ecological state of the region. 

In the Aral Sea Basin, water being as valuable gift of the nature, requires that all it’s characteristics be wisely managed i.e. in these lines, water is not only source for use in water supply to people and industry, irrigation, object to pisciculture, a mean for organization of recreation and water transportation but also a carrier of low cost energy and one of the main constituents of ecosystem.     

It is well known that during the last decade, by neglecting nature rights to water resources Central Asian countries have tried to increase intensity of agriculture in order to provide economical development. As a result of use of water resources to generate electro energy, the hydrological regime of rivers was not always provided, which caused ecologically unfavorable situation in the downstream.  Governing authorities a number of countries of the region frequently contributed to worsening of the ecological situation to provide flows of investments,, which induced a number of social problems like increasing of illness due to pollution of dinking water sources based on groundwater. It was noted that by managing of water resources to satisfy of social-economical needs of humanity, it is also necessary to recollect about the protection of ecosystems, inside of which this process is going on.  Protection of ecosystems is directly depends on providing required amount of ecological releases.   In this connection implementation of IWRM plays a crucial role in nature protection activity.  The main goal of IWRM is sustainable, stably, fairly and equitably provision of needs of water users and nature.   

According to National Action Plans on nature protection of Central Asian countries, developed under umbrella of UNEP, with declining of industrial production rates in the region compared to  those existed in Soviet period, most of environmental problems related with management and use of water resources and tackling of those are priority.  In this connection there is a need to harmonize laws on environmental protection and use and management of water resources with regard to international regulations on these lines. It was stated repeatedly that agreements on use and management of water resources of Amudarya and Syrdarya are not contain requirements on water quality, which don’t allow raising a claim towards neighboring countries.  

Aquifers, which are sources of drinking water, are affected by pollution of wastes from industrial factories, consequences of this has negative impact on health of people who live near those aquifers.  Such consequences appear both in short term and long term. According to its physical characteristics, soil accumulates contaminants and can worse quality of water during a long time even if polluting sources have been eliminated.  In this connection, regular and frequent monitoring of sources of pollution is an actual issue, since it has been conducted at no enough frequency and level owing to lack of funding. 

During discussions also the question of conservation of Priralye ecosystems was considered. Characteristics of the Aral Sea are followings: 1. Drainless 2. Most part of the watershed occurs in transboundary rivers 3. Location in arid 

Biodiversity is a source of foods and means of income for most of people living in Priaralye and conservation of bio-diversity depends on how water will be allocated in the region. 
Nature protection activity if it puts buffers limits to the development of industry it provides people with environment and means for living. With aim to obtain benefits in short term by increasing intensity of agriculture and industry, frequently social consequences of degradation of ecosystems in long term are not assessed enough, the consequnces  which negatively affects health of people and humiliate rights of future generations to   natural. 

It was noted that there is a acute need for regional cooperation in ensuring of nature protection activities. The transboundary characteristics of rivers make impossible to ensure nature protection by one-side actions. 
Public participation can make easier task of nature protection. Firstly people should be mobilized within their communities taking into account efficient principle of social mobilization “from down to top”. To ensure public participation, traditions of inherent to nations of Central Asia   in environmental protection could be used. In this connection access to information and not just access but regularly providing of communities with information on theirs living environment  could induce interest of people in planning, protection and financing of environmental protection.  


Since groundwater aquifers are the main source of drinking water both for rural and urban areas, activities on establishing sanitary buffers zones of aquifers should be undertaken for protection of water quality. Along this line there is a need in ecological to elaborate location of new industrial enterprises, open waste tanks of and to strict monitoring of industrial wastes of enterprises located in the zones of aquifers used for drinking water supply. Access to monitor wastes of enterprises located in neighboring countries to transboundary aquifers should be ensured by governments. 


Lack of financial resources is a certain hindrance in fulfilling activities on environmental protection. Planned revisions of enterprises are being conducted rarely. Monitoring networks are obsolete.  This situation causes free rider syndrome and a number of polluting enterprises are staying out of punishment. There is a need to attract donors’ attention to rehabilitation of monitoring networks.   

Also participants made a number of practical recommendations for improvement of environmental protection in Central Asia:  

At the regional level:  

· To establish a permanent working group on ecological laws for Central Asian countries to develop common terminology;    

· To stipulate requirements to water quality in the agreements on Amudarya and Syrdarya; 

· To organize joint monitoring of water quality in the section line of rivers crossing site of republic boundaries; 

· To organize a round table on legal issues of environmental protection with participation of all stakeholders; 

· To develop forecasting models the ecological state of the region and to familiarize decision makers with results of this forecasting; 

At the national level: 

· To upgrade mechanism of penalty collecting and review penalty rates: 

· To review normative legal basis of environmental protection and to increase status of environmental protection agencies; 

· To implement organizational and legal reforms for elimination externalities and duplication of functions and competences of environmental protection and natural resources utilization branches; 

· To ensure strictly governmental regulation of application of mineral fertilizers and pesticides in agriculture; 

· To promote implementation modern technologies of cleaning of domestic and industrial waste flows and stimulating of water circulation and return use of waste waters;  

· To allocate funds for preparation of qualified staff and to increase salary of employees; 

· To develop a multi-level approaches of public actions in environmental protection; 

· To ensure participation of representatives of ecological and economy sectors in basin commissions;  

The workshop participants expressed their gratitude for the contents of lectures, delivered materials, technical support and logistical arrangements. 

The workshop participants also mentioned necessity of a close cooperation with the ICWC TC and their desire to organize same event in their job place. At the end of workshop participants were awarded with certificates. 

The workshop participants expressed their gratitude to staff of the ICWC TC, to all lecturers and moderators, SIC ICWC, START/AED and BWO Syrdarya, who ensured organization of this high level workshop.

